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MASTIFF HEALTH AWARDS SCHEME   

In light of the current focus on breeding dogs to be ‘fit for purpose’ and the Kennel Club's efforts to improve the health of pedigree dogs, the Mastiff Association, with the full support of the OEMC, has developed a simple “Health Awards Scheme”.

It has been developed to encourage Mastiff owners to carry out relevant health testing on their dogs, through recognition (not endorsement). It is hoped that this scheme will prove useful for working or breeding and also in time surrender invaluable information as a dog ages should any conditions appear later in life. It means that a baseline of health will have been established for participating dogs.

PROCEDURE

The Association, upon application by an individual, will arrange to check health certificates presented to the appointed scheme manager by the owner of an individual dog / bitch, (together with a declaration that we can publish the results on the websites and/or newsletters of both clubs) and issue a relevant certificate in line with certain laid down criteria.

As this is a voluntary scheme through which the Association is trying to encourage increased health testing there will be a small charge to cover administration costs -

MA/OEMC members:

£5 per certificate

Non members:
            
£10 per certificate

*any small profit which may be realised will be put into the Health Awards Scheme

CRITERIA

There are four levels. Mastiffs must produce evidence of DNA, or Tattoo, or microchip (as per the club’s Code of Ethics) prior to submission of proof.

Bronze: where a Mastiff has BVA or equivalent hip score of 40 or less, Elbow tested at 1 or zero, and has had at least one clear BVA eye test in its life to date.

Silver: where a Mastiff has BVA or equivalent hip score of 20 or less, Elbow tested at 1 or zero, and has a current (within the last 12 months) clear BVA eye test.

Gold: where a Mastiff has BVA or equivalent hip score at less than the breed's mean score (as at the date of submission for x-raying), Elbow tested at zero, has a current (within the last 12 months) clear BVA eye test and has had a clear Echo Doppler Heart Certificate issued.

Platinum: where a Mastiff has BVA or equivalent hip score at less than 10, Elbow tested at zero, has a current (within the last 12 months) clear BVA eye test, Echo Doppler Heart Certificate issued and a DNA test for PRA and CMR 

These criteria may be altered as new health tests and DNA markers are developed, and diseases eradicated.

The Association will only state in publications that the Owners & Breeders of such dogs are to be congratulated as said dog / bitch had sufficient health tests performed and at such a grade to be awarded the particular level of Health Award. The current criteria MUST be summarised wherever these results are published. 

The scheme in its entirety is currently run by Les Barrett and one other officer/committee member (Heather Corkin) to be appointed annually by the committee confirming the original documentation submitted has been seen and checked and the correct certificate issued.

The Scheme is fully supported by both Breed Clubs and further information may be obtained from:-

Les Barrett 

Tel:  07917273103 
lesbarrett@hotmail.com   

Heather Corkin 

Tel:  01740644138
heathercorkin@btinternet.com 

David Blaxter (OEMC Health Rep)
Tel: 01280 648395
david@blaxter.plus.com 

Colin Hill  (MA Health Rep)

Tel: 01902 790415
colin.fragilis@yahoo.co.uk
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